Minutes – Village of Grand Manan – Regular Council Meeting –01/16/08
Cont’d:


Village Of Grand Manan

Regular Council Meeting

Grand Manan Boys & Girls Club

January 16, 2008 – 7:30 pm
Calling to Order:


Mayor Greene called this meeting to order at 7:30pm.

Attendance:

Mayor Dennis Greene, Councillors Philman Green, Peter Wilcox, Darcy Russell, Wayne Sturgeon, Sherman Ross, Michael O’Neill, Mark Ingersoll, Clerk Natalie Parsons, Acting CAO/Treasurer Raima Green, Corp Andy Cook, 2 GMTV Workers, Pastor Gordon Walker, Sharon Greenlaw, 7 members of the public. 

Prayer:

Pastor Gordon Walker offered prayer over Council and this meeting.

Opening Remarks:
Mayor Greene started by saying that he hoped everyone had a Merry Christmas and look forward to a prosperous new year. Congratulations to our Clerk Natalie on her recent Marriage. 
Want to address three issues from last months meeting. First being the placement of the Village office in the MRIF project, these offices were not just thrown in after out request for proposals were filed. When the RFP were filed Andy Dagget had already left for PEI. The Mayor then broke down what was in the original plans and the cost of the project then and now. The Village was in the original plans and it is not our fault that the MLA and Premier do not know about this. 

The second thing is the former acting CAO was not appointed to that position permanently because she did not meet the expectations of some of the Councillors. If there is any other reason why she was not the mayor would like to be made aware of it. Mayor Greene was talking with the personnel committee and they were in agreement that she just did not meet some people’s expectations.

As well Councillor Russell wanted to clarify that his assault was that he told her a joke and yelled the punch line in her ear. 

The third thing is the contract for the Air Ambulance service for Grand Manan is still under negotiations between the province and Atlantic Charters. It would be unprofessional for the Village or Councillors to comment on this at this time. Mayor Greene has talked with MLA Rick Doucet and talks are still ongoing and as soon as there is an agreement or negotiations have broken down or terminated then the Village of Grand Manan can voice there concerns or objections.

Mayor Greene thanked Councillor Sturgeon for organizing the Christmas tree burn.

The Village of Grand Manan emailed our condolences to the city of Bathurst. Mayor Greene would ask that you keep the families of the 7 players and the coach’s family along with the family of the armed forces who lost their lives this past week and all other members of the armed forces and RCMP who gave the ultimate sacrifice in fulfilling their duties.

At this time Mayor Greene asked for a moment of silence in their memories.       
Disclosure of Conflict of Interest:


Treasurer Raima Green declared conflict on item 14.5.c

Adoption of Minutes:

 Moved by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Deputy Mayor Moses to accept the minutes of December 3, 2007 and December 20, 2007 with the correction noted. 

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-01
Additions to Agenda:
Moved by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Sturgeon to add MRIF project as item, 10.2 to the Agenda.

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-02
RCMP Report:

Corporal Andy Cook read the RCMP report. 

Old Business:

John Howard Society-

Council has received a letter from the John Howard Society regarding the rental of space at the Old Business Center. They have put in there notice that they will be vacating the building after January 2008. They will now be located in Harvest House.
Tax Rebates for Seniors-

A letter addressing the tax rebate for seniors has been received from UMNB concerning the resolution that was sent to them in November. They are looking for more information before they can make a decision. Councillor Sturgeon to address. 

Moved by Councillor Sturgeon, seconded by Councillor Russell to take this to the assessment control Committee for review. 

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-03
Ten Minute Open Session:


Karey Ingalls


Animal Welfare League


Sharon Greenlaw

Delegations and/or Special Speakers:
GMCS Student-

Paige Guptill couldn’t make it tonight.
 Correspondence:
Thank you letter from Boys and Girls Club-

Council has received a letter from the Boys and Girls club thanking them for their generous support to the 17th annual Telethon.  

Letter from Atlantic Health Sciences Corporation-

The Atlantic Health Sciences Corporation has responded to the letter that was sent in July. They want to assure us that the safety of the staff and patients is a primary concern and that they work closely with the managers of all facilities to ensure that appropriate procedures and technology are in place. A copy of the letter has been provided to the management of the Grand Manan Hospital and to the relevant program who are currently assessing the needs and Code White procedures for the Grand Manan Hospital. 

    Communities in Bloom-

The Village of Grand Manan has been invited to the 2008 National Edition of Communities in Bloom. Communities in Bloom is a non-profit organization committed to fostering civic pride, environmental responsibility and beautification through community involvement and the challenge of a national program. The deadline to register is January 25, 2008. 

Letters from Minister of Fisheries-

Council has received two letters from Loyola Hearn, the Minister of Fisheries. They were both responding to the letters that were sent to the Prime Minister regarding the Harbour Infrastructure/development. They want to assure us that this work is a priority for DFO and every effort is being made to balance the capital cash flow while planning for Harbour development on Grand Manan. 

Invitation to Community Advisory Committee-

Council has received an invitation from the community advisory committee. The aim of this group is to better understand what the RCMP does and can do for residents of the areas that they represent. 

Letter from Minister of Transportation-

Denis Landry, Minister of Transportation has copied a letter to the Village office explaining the events of October 5, 2007 concerning Arthur Brown. He briefly explains the procedures that the Costal Transport follows and the importance of the Ferry being on schedule.  

Environmental Impact Assessment Determination-

Council has received a copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Minister’s Certificate of Determination concerning Seal Cove Harbour Expansion.  

Bulletin form UMNB-

UMNB has sent a bulletin summarizing the events of the past several months. 

Therese Casgrain Volunteer award-

The 2008 Therese Casgrain Volunteer award nomination forms are now available at the Village office. The award honours the memory of Therese Casgrain and acknowledges the contributions Canadian Volunteers make to society. 

Letter from Elections New Brunswick-

Council has received a letter from Elections New Brunswick acknowledging the letter that was sent in concerning the passing of Councillor William Dagget.   
New Business:
Municipal Capital Borrowing Board-

The Municipal Capital Borrowing Board has authorized our request to borrow an amount of $1,500,000 and $2,200,000 interim financing for Recreation and Cultural Services on condition to receiving a copy of the land survey and the documentation confirming the transfer of the land to the municipality from the Boys and Girls Club. 

Grant/Donation Request-

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor O’Neill to donate $200.00 to the Superbowl party.

Motion Carried 08-04

Yes Votes: Councillors Philman Green, Wayne Sturgeon, Mike O’Neill, Peter Wilcox, and Mark Ingersoll. 

No Votes: Councillors Darcy Russell and Sherman Ross
      Pagers for Fire Department-

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Wilcox that the Grand Manan Fire Department reimburse the Grand Manan Fire Club the $500.00 for pagers. 

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-05
Gas Tax-

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that we transfer $42,548.00 of the Gas Tax money, from the MRIF project account at Scotia bank into a Gas Tax Bond with Scotia McLeod.
Motion Unanimously Carried 08-06
Storage space for Village Office-

Moved by Councillor Wilcox, seconded by Councillor Russell that we move files to North Head into the vacant room upstairs at the Village Office.   
Motion Unanimously Carried 08-07
Request from Grand Manan Library Board-

Moved by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that we approach DOT to install the two signs for the Grand Manan Library.
Motion Unanimously Carried 08-08

2008 Budget:
Moved by Councilor Green, seconded by Councillor O’Neill that be it resolved that the sum of $1,991,439.00 be the total budget of the Municipality of Grand Manan, that the sum of $1,708,341.00 be the Warrant of the Municipality of Grand Manan for the ensuing year, and that the tax rate for the Municipality of Grand Manan be $1.1094 (Grand Manan Island), $0.7500 (Outer Islands).  The Council orders and directs the levying by the Minister of Local Government of said amount on real property liable to taxation under the Assessment Act within the Municipality of Grand Manan.  Adopted this 16th day of January 2008, by the Council of the Village of Grand Manan.
Motion Carried 08-09

Yes Votes: Councillors Philman Green, Wayne Sturgeon, Mark Ingersoll, Mike O’Neill, Peter Wilcox and Sherman Ross.

No Votes: Councillor Darcy Russell 
National Heritage Day-

This year Heritage week will take place February 11-18, 2008. National Heritage day is meant to encourage Canadians to identify, protect and enhance their natural, cultural and built heritage. The attached proclamation can be easily adopted for inclusion upon the municipal council meeting agenda. 
Ten Minute Open Session-

Moved by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Sturgeon that a Councillor be able to respond during ten minute open session if they felt that they could respond to the public.

Motion Defeated 08-10
Yes Votes: Councillors Sherman Ross, Darcy Russell, and Wayne Sturgeon

No Votes: Councillors Peter Wilcox, Mike O’Neill, Philman Green, and Mark Ingersoll
Agenda Items-
Moved by Councillor O’Neill, that whenever possible Councillors will complete with an item description and signature a letter for items on the agenda.
No Seconder 
Approval to Pay the Following Invoices:


CAIN 



Insurance


$44,857.00

ADI



Design Development

$89,176.04

ADI



Design Services

$51,869.54

Moved by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor O’Neill to pay Cain insurance and pay ADI when the funding and contract is approved.   

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-11
Moved by Councillor Russell, seconded by Councillor Wilcox to move to closed session.

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-12
The meeting adjourned into closed session at 8:50pm

This meeting was called back to order at 9:33pm

Closed Session:

Letter from Jan Robar-

Dark Harbour

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Russell to get a letter off to Jan Robar expressing our interest.

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-13

Seal Cove 

Moved by Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Wilcox that we extend their acceptance of this option for three months. The revised date being March 31, 2008. 

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-14

Transfer Station-

Information on Transfer Station

Boys and Girls Club-

Information on Boys and Girls Club and discussion on property.
Swallowtail Light Keepers House –
Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor O’Neill to notify Robyn and Gayle that Council is rejecting their Request for Proposal for Swallowtail Light Keepers House. 

Motion Unanimoulsy Carried 08-15

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Ingersoll to list the Swallowtail Light Keepers House with a Realtor.

Motion Carried 08-16

Yes Votes : Councillors Philman Green, Mark Ingersoll, Wayne Sturgeon, Mike O’Neill, Peter Wilcox and Sherman Ross

No Votes : Councillor Darcy Russell

Personnel Item- 
Clerk Linda Sullivan Brown:

Will deal with when Linda returns.

Temporary Clerk Audrey Hill:
Audrey Hill will be staying on till office is back to full staff.

Treasurer Raima Green:
Raima is acting CAO at this time and her appraisal will be handled when she returns to her position as treasurer.

Clerk Natalie Parsons:

Moved by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Russell to increase her pay to $15.50/hour.

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-17
Seminars: 

Municipal Orientation 2008-

Municipal Orientation 2008 is a learning event intended to provide newly elected Councillors and Mayors with key information pertaining to the exercise of their duties as municipal council members. This year’s event will be taking place from Thursday, June 19, 2008 to Saturday June 21, 2008 at the Delta Hotel in Fredericton. 
Next Meetings:
Regular Council Meeting-

Grand Manan Boys and Girls Club

February 4, 2008 – 7:30pm

Ad-Hoc Meeting-

Village Office

January 21, 2008– 7:30pm
Adjournment:
Moved by Councillor Sturgeon, seconded by Councillor Green to adjourn.

Motion Unanimously Carried 08-18

This meeting was adjourned at 9:42pm.

Mayor: ___________________________

Clerk: ____________________________
Approved: ________________________

PAGE  
2

