Village of Grand Manan
Regular Council Meeting

Grand Manan Community Centre

Aril 7, 2014 – 7:30 pm

Calling to Order


Mayor Dennis Greene called this meeting to order @ 7:30 pm

Attendance

Mayor Dennis Green, Deputy Mayor Robert Moses, Councillors Bonnie Morse, Maurice Green, Jane Cary, Pete Sesplankis, Phil Ells Jr., Kirk Cheney, Mark Ingersoll, CAO Rob MacPherson, Treasurer/Asst. Clerk Alyssa Calder, Clerk/Asst. Treasurer Melanie Frost, Corporal Harold Prime, DNR Officer Justin Gallaway, 4 Members of the public and 2 GMTV workers

Prayer


Prayer was offered by Councillor Phil Ells Jr.

Opening Remarks


-March was a dismal month with a full gamut of winter weather

-Council has been busy with meetings which are on the Agenda tonight. 

-As you all know there were problems with the Grand Manan Adventure on Friday, I would like to express my thanks to Premier Alward, on Saturday afternoon I sent the Premier an email explaining the frustrations of the people of Grand Manan with the ferry being out of service.  Premier Alward responded in minutes to discuss the situation. Premier Alward will be asking for a full briefing from the Minister and Deputy Minister of the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure. Coastal Transport was instructed to prepare a full briefing for the Government.

-Our LED sign has arrived and was installed by Jonathan Cary, it is attractive and will announce events taking place in the community.

-The Arena Eco Ice Machine was shut down on Friday after another very successful season and we look forward to next month’s arena report from Councillor Cheney

-Mayor Greene read a letter from the Grand Manan Animal Rescue League thanking the Village for their donation and use of the North Head Hall for their spay and neuter clinic 
-With the upcoming forest fire season starting April 21st residents are reminded to call the 24hr toll free burning permit information 1 866-458-8080 to find out if burning is permitted or restricted by County.  Residents wishing to burn grass must contact our local DNR Official, Justin Gallaway, prior to doing so, permits will be required. 
Disclosure of Conflict of Interest


No disclosures at this time

Adoption of Minutes

Moved by Councillor Phil Ells Jr, seconded by Deputy Mayor Robert Moses to adopt the Minutes of March 3, 2014







Motions Unanimously Carried 14-30

RCMP 

Corporal Harold Prime read the RCMP report for March 2014

Old Business


Update on Recreation Coordinator Position

Councillor Pete Sesplankis updated Council on the Recreation Coordinator position being accepted by Josh Brinson, originally from Hampton, NB.  Josh is scheduled to start this position April 21st.
Cell Phone Coverage

Mayor Dennis Greene reported to Council on the meeting held at Hemlock Knoll on March 10th, in attendance were John Williamson, MP, Curtis Mallock, MLA, Rick Doucette, MLA, Stephen Smart, Mayor of Campobello , Ron Beckwith of Roosevelt Park, Frank Tenhave, South West Region Commission and representatives from Bell Alliant, Rogers and Explornet. Discussions were had on how to improve the service for Grand Manan, Campobello, Deer Island and Hemlock Knoll
Report on Meeting with Department of Transportation and Infrastructure

Mayor Dennis Greene, Councillor Phil Ells Jr, Councillor Pete Sesplankis and CAO Rob MacPherson went to Fredericton to meet with the Deputy Minister of Department of Transportation and Infrastructure on April 10 regarding the ferry service

Meeting with Horizon Health

Members of the Health Committee met with representatives from Horizon Health on March 27th to discuss accessibility options of an x-ray technician after hours
Mayor Greene read a letter from the Minister of Health, Hugh Flemming, in response to Council’s letter requesting a meeting to discuss the Air Ambulance potential improvements.  The Minister of Health asked Mayor Greene to contact his office to arrange a meeting.

Ten Minute Open Session


No one spoke at this time

Correspondence


Letter from the Village of Lac-Megantic

Mayor Dennis Greene read a thank you letter to the Village of Grand Manan for their donation to the Fonds Avenir Lac-Megantic 
Letter from Department of Transportation and Infrastructure – Municipal Highways

Mayor Dennis Greene read a letter from Claude Williams, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure advising the financial resources of the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure are not sufficient to address all of the needs, therefore are unable to commit funds to the Municipality of Grand Manan for the current fiscal year
New Business


Ditch Cleaning

Mayor Greene announced ditch cleaning sections are now available, if interested call the Village Office to request a section to clean

Trash Barrel Tender

CAO Rob MacPherson announced the annual Trash Barrel Tender for early May to October is now open.  Lowest tender not necessarily accepted, performance is a factor.  Tender will include a list where barrels should be located.

Committee Reports


Fire Department Report

Councillor Phil Ells Jr, reported to Council the activities of the Grand Manan Fire Department for the month of March 2014.

Moved by Councillor Phil Ells Jr, seconded by Councillor Jane Cary to add Licensing for Firework to the duties of the Grand Manan Volunteer Firefighting force to meet the requirements of the Province of New Brunswick 






Motion Unanimously Carried 14-31

Library Report

Councillor Pete Sesplankis reported to Council the activities of the Library for March 2014

Approval to Pay the Following Invoices
Moved by Councillor Bonnie Morse, seconded by Councillor Pete Sesplankis to pay the following inovices from the General Operating Fund

Arrow Fuel Company


Fire Hall


$2,716.11
Beers Neal LLP



Year End – Interim Fee
$6,780.00

M.G. Fisheries Ltd


Transfer Station Trailer
$2,825.00







Motion Unanimously Carried 14-32

Moved by Councillor Maurice Green, seconded by Councillor Kirk Cheney to move into Closed Session








Motion Unanimously Carried 14-33

This meeting was adjourned to Closed Session @ 8:45 pm

This meeting was called back to order @ 9:03 pm

Closed Session


Property – Castalia and Airport
Moved by Councillor Maurice Green, seconded by Deputy Mayor Robert Moses to purchase property PID #15010259 in Castalia from Kenneth Brown





Motion Unanimously Carried 14-34

Moved by Councillor Maurice Green, seconded by Councillor Kirk Cheney to sell properties PID #15008931 & 15010036 located at the Airport to Dutchmen Contracting Ltd






Motion Unanimously Carried 14-35

Airport

Council discussed improvements to the Airport

Next Meeting


Regular Council Meeting


Grand Manan Community Centre


May 5, 2014 – 7:30 pm

Adjournment


Moved by Councillor Bonnie Morse, seconded by Councillor Jane Cary to adjourn







Motion Unanimously Carried 14-36

This meeting was adjourned @ 9:06 pm

Mayor__________________________________________

Clerk___________________________________________

Approval________________________________________
